Egyptian Civilization


 Subject: Global Studies I

Benchmark: Hatshepsut’s Temple 

Standards: 2A, 2B

TOPIC:  Egyptian Civilization

MAJOR IDEA:  Among the many characteristics of a civilization are an organized governmental system, a writing system and large scale or monumental public works (e.g. architecture). Ancient Egyptian society exhibited all of these qualities.  Through archaeological excavations of the architectural remnants and translations of the ancient Egyptians’ own written records, scholars have learned a great deal about ancient Egypt.  Hatshepsut’s Temple provides insight to all of the aspects of a civilization as they existed in ancient Egypt.  The temple’s design and construction demonstrate religion, technology and a hierarchal social order.

SUGGESTED AIMS:

· What can we learn about ancient Egyptian society from Hatshepsut’s Temple?

· What can we learn about ancient Egyptian technology from Hatshepsut’s Temple?

· What features of civilization are demonstrated by Hatshepsut’s Temple?

· What was the structure of society in ancient Egypt? What was life like for women in ancient Egypt? 

· What can we learn about religion in ancient Egypt from Hatshepsut’s Temple?

· What can we learn about kinship from Hatshepsut’s family tree?

· What was occurring in ancient Egypt that made the time right for Hatshepsut, a woman, to become Pharaoh? 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

· Place yourself in the role of Pharaoh and design your own temple (in the ancient Egyptian style).  What elements would you incorporate?  How would it be decorated?  What objects would you include to bring on your journey to the afterlife? Have students use the cultural tenets of ancient Egypt regarding pharaonic power as a guideline.  Students should be able to explain the reasons for their design choices.

· Have a market/trade day with students creating products from various ancient civilizations.  Use this activity to explore the barter system.

· Construct a scaled pyramid.  See attached.

· Write a story about ancient Egyptian daily life.  Give yourself a role in the story (eg. priest, worker, slave or merchant) and include Hatshepsut as a character.  Students can work in groups each writing a chapter of a larger story.

· On a map locate important ancient Egyptian architectural sites.  (Hatshepsut’s Temple should already be marked on the map.) Then have students create a report on the features and function of these sites.

· Explore the lives and role of women in ancient Egypt.  It is generally believed they were treated better in ancient Egypt than in many other societies and women had legal rights and were allowed to inherit property.  Have students research the rights of and laws governing in women in ancient Egypt and compare and contrast that to women in the United States in the 1800s.  Students can present their results in various forms, as a written report or a visual media presentation (e.g. a comparison chart).  

· Create a chart or other graphical representation outlining two perspectives of the history of Hatshepsut and her reign.  Hatshepsut’s successor, Thutmosis III, attempted to rewrite history by erasing all records of her and her reign.  Hatshepsut had sought to document her reign, which was one of peace.  How has this affected the interpretation of historians and what has excavation and other study of Hatshepsut’s Temple contributed to completing this chapter in history.  Also, have the class consider how interpretations of Hatshepsut have changed with the analysis of the Temple or ‘her side of the story’.

RESOURCES:

· Overview of Egyptian Civilization - http://killeenroos.com/1/egytext.htm

· How to construct a scaled pyramid. 

· Hatshepsut’s family tree.

HOMEWORK:

· Write a 2 paragraph response on the following:  Hatshepsut sought to leave a record of her reign through her Temple at Deir el-Bahari and the many structures she built throughout her reign.  Why did she try to do this and why did her stepson and heir, Thutmosis III, try to erase her name from all records?  Outside research may be required.  

· Choose an aspect of ancient Egyptian society, religion, government, economy, etc. and write a short essay about it.  In your essay consider what we can learn about that subject from Hatshepsut’s Temple.

· Create a social pyramid outlining the hierarchal structure of ancient Egyptian society.  Identify Hatshepsut’s place in the pyramid.

· Write a short story about a woman (other than Hatshepsut) in ancient Egypt.

· Based on Hatshepsut’s Temple, does ancient Egypt qualify as a civilization?  Explain your answer comparing the similarities and differences of the ancient Egyptian civilization to ancient Sumer or another ancient civilization of the region.
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